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placed in the Fort;" and the letter acids, "I wished
to be relieved for a short time that I might my-
self have the honour of reporting our success, and
informing you in person of every particular
relative to the storm."

But the Major-General's wish to be relieved
that night was not^ and could not properly be
complied with ; although Colonel Wellesley, who
was next on the Roster., was put in orders that
night. The lateness of the hour at which one of
the most important operations of the day was
concluded forbad it. The Sultaun's body was
not found till torch-light, and the introduction of
fresh troops under the circumstances in which
the Fort was then placed,, would have added
greatly to the confusion and horrors of the night.
Every part of the relief was necessarily and pru-
dently postponed until the sun rose., to shed his
light upon the awful deeds which had been done
on the preceding clay and night, within the walls
of the fortress-, where no less than 9,000 human
bodies were claiming the rites of sepulture.

But if the Commander-in-Cluef had never
received any application from Major-General
Baird, his own sense of duty would have led him
to pursue exactly the course which the Major-
General had recommended. He would have sent
the next senior officer from the trenches who had
not been on the storming party, and a competent
number of fresh troops, to relieve the whole at the
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